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VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis touches the original statue
of Our Lady of Fatima after consecrating the world to Mary
at the end of a mass in honour of Mary in St. Peter's Square
at the Vatican in this October 13, 2013, file photo. The pope
has invited the bishops of the world to join him in
"consecrating and entrusting" Russia and Ukraine to Mary
March 25. Story page 8. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Canada is seeking to increase military spending, including the
possible purchase of F-35 fighter jets. Story page 10. (CNS photo/
U.S. Air Force, Senior Airman Joseph Barron, Handout via Reuters

SAINT JOHN — On the second evening of the Lenten
Revitalization Series at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John, Father Peter Melanson, pastor of
Paroisse Ste-Anne-des-Pays-Bas and chaplain of St. Thomas
University, both in Fredericton, encouraged those present
to be transformed by Sacred Scripture through Lectio
Divina. Story page 6. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John celebrated the Solemnity of St. Joseph, March
19 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint
John. Story page 7. On the Third Sunday of Lent, March 20,
the bishop encouraged the faithful to rediscover the beauty of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lent. Story page 9. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. March 25, 2022Page 2

One Bayard Drive
Saint John, NB E2L 3L5

Tel: (506) 653-6806
Fax: (506) 653-6818

E-mail: tnf@nb.aibn.com

Office Hours:
By Appointment.

Please telephone or email.

Publisher:
Most Rev. Christian Riesbeck, CC

Managing Editor: Margie Trafton

Correspondents:
Fredericton:  vacant

Miramichi: Shawn McCarthy
cletus_1773@hotmail.com

Saint John: Natasha Mazerolle
natasha@maz-family.com

Single Copy: $1.00
Annual Subscription: Canada

$25.00 (HST included)
USA/Other Countries: $35.00

Advertising Rate:
$15.00 per column inch  for most ads.

Publishing Date: Friday
Deadline: Monday noon prior to the

publishing date.

Printed & Distributed by
St. Croix Printing Co. Ltd.

We acknowledge the financial support
of the Government of Canada.

The New Freeman is a
not-for-profit organization.

The opinions expressed in letters/commentaries
published in The  New Freeman, do not

necessarily represent the views of
The New Freeman, its publisher, staff, board

of  directors or the Diocese of  Saint John.
All submissions , including advertising,  are

subject to review  and editing.

New FreemanThe
Century old prayer for peace still timely
By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Earlier this past week, a
parishioner at Our Lady of Hope Parish /
Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-l’Espérance,
Miramichi, reflecting on the global state of
affairs, and particularly the war in Ukraine,
offered for print this prayer for peace. Is-
sued by Pope Benedict XV in 1915 it was to
be said as part of special services on Passion
Sunday (March 21) of that year.

Dismayed by the horrors of a war which is
bringing ruin to peoples and nations, we turn,
O Jesus, to Thy most loving Heart as our last
hope.  O God of Mercy, with tears, we in-
voke Thee to end this fearful scourge; O King
of Peace, we humbly implore the peace for
which we long.  From Thy Sacred Heart Thous
didst shed forth over the world divine Char-
ity, so that discord might end and love alone
might reign among men.  During Thy Life on
earth, Thy Heart beat with tender compas-
sion for the sorrows of men; in this hour made
terrible with burning hate, with bloodshed and
with slaughter, once more may Thy divine
Heart be moved to pity.  Pity the countless
mothers in anguish, for the fate of their sons;
pity the numberless families now bereaved of
their fathers; pity Europe over which broods
such havoc and disaster.  Do Thou inspire
rulers and peoples with counsels of meekness,
do Thou heal the discords that tear the na-
tions asunder; Thou Who didst shed Thy Pre-
cious Blood that they might live as brothers,
bring men together once more in loving har-
mony.  And as once before to the cry of the
Apostle Peter: Save us, Lord, we perish! Thou
didst answer with words of mercy and didst
still the raging waves, so now deign to hear
our trustful prayer, and give back to the world
peace and tranquility.  And do thou, O most
Holy Virgin, as in other times of sore distress,
be now our help, our protection and our safe-
guard. 
Amen.

Cardinal Giacomo Della Chiesa, who chose
the name Pope Benedict XV, was elected pope
a month after the outbreak of the First World
War. On September 8, 1914, he wrote, “...the
terrible spectacle of this war immediately filled
our souls with horror and bitterness... We pray
and earnestly implore those who govern the
destinies of peoples to put aside all their dif-
ferences in the interests of human society”.

Choosing to condemn none of the belliger-

ent states individually, he instead made re-
peated pleas for peace, taken from the Gos-
pel of Luke: “Peace on earth to people of good
will.”  His calls were unheeded however,
and he believed that this was the result of a

lack of mutual love between people, injustice
between social classes, and that material good
had become the sole objective of human ac-
tivity. 

Excluded from the Paris peace conference
in 1919, Pope Benedict XV encouraged char-
ity for the children of Central Europe in his
encyclical, Paterno iam diu in November of
that year.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region
correspondent for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Pope Benedict XV
(Catholic News Agency photo)
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Churches find common cause in Ukraine
By SUSAN KORAH
Catholic Register Special

Ukraine’s Catholic and Orthodox churches are united in common
cause for the most part and standing in solidarity with victims of
Russia’s attack on their country, says Canada’s former Ambassador
for International Religious Freedom.

Catholic and Orthodox denominations are calling for humanitarian
assistance for those traumatized by the war who remain in Ukraine,
and the two million and counting who have fled to neighbouring coun-
tries such as Poland and Moldova, said Father Deacon Andrew Bennett.

This is despite political differences that have plagued the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church and split it into rival factions. Regardless of the
current emergency, their relationship with the Russian Orthodox
Church remains at the heart of unresolved tension between them.

“The Ukrainian Orthodox Church, which is in full communion with
the Russian Orthodox Church, is in a difficult position, and Patriarch
Kirill, the head of this church, has not explicitly condemned the attack
on Ukraine,” Fr. Deacon Bennett said.

The roots of his anomalous position lie in the tangled history of
Ukrainian nationalism and its links to denominational affiliation. Since
Patriarch Kirill is the supreme head of the Russian Orthodox Church,
and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church falls under his jurisdiction, both
enjoy a privileged status with Russian President Vladimir Putin. It
places the Ukrainian Orthodox Church at odds with a more national-
ist-oriented denomination.

The latter is the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, Kiev Patriarchate,
whose numbers increased significantly when thousands of Ukrain-
ians, wishing to distance themselves from a church centred in Mos-
cow, shifted their allegiance after the Russian invasion of 2014.

Nevertheless, the Russian Patriarch has joined other church leaders
in appealing to pastors and laity “to provide all possible assistance to
all victims, including refugees, people left without shelter and means
of subsistence,” according to Religion News Service. But over 275
of the clerics of his church, uneasy with his tacit approval of the war,
have signed an open letter calling for “the cessation of the fratricidal
war against Ukraine.”

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, of which Bennett is a mem-
ber, is a Byzantine (Eastern) rite Catholic Church in full communion
with the Roman Catholic Church.

Pope Francis called for a World Day of Prayer and fasting for
Ukraine on Ash Wednesday. Although the Holy Father has not directly
condemned Mr. Putin’s actions, he paid a personal visit to the Rus-
sian ambassador to the Holy See to ask about the situation in Donbas
and Ukraine and expressed his concern about the humanitarian situa-
tion and conditions of the population. He reportedly urged for the care
of children, the sick and the people who were suffering.

“This was a powerful gesture,” Fr. Deacon Bennett said, because it
is breaking the norms of diplomatic protocol for a head of state such
as the pope to call on a foreign ambassador.

Fr. Deacon Bennett added that the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
stands in full support of Ukraine and has directed its clergy to remain
with the people in Ukraine in subways, church basements or wher-
ever they are seeking refuge from exploding bombs, to minister to
their spiritual and physical needs.

Several Catholic charities are working in overdrive to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to those in dire straits.

“We are working with three partners on the ground to provide relief

and on the ground support to dis-
placed people and others,” said Anna
Dombrovska, project officer for
Ukraine at the Ottawa office of
Catholic Near East Welfare Associa-
tion (CNEWA). Three partners she
mentioned are Caritas Ukraine,
Ukrainian Catholic University and the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.

“We set up a direct appeal for
funds, and Canadians have been most
generous,” she said, pointing out that
there is more at stake in this war than
Ukraine’s sovereignty.

“Ukraine is a shield for democracy and for the Christian world, so it’s
important to support it,” adding that if there is no more independent Ukraine
left there would be no more freedom of expression or religion there.

Marie-Claude Lalonde, Canadian director of Aid to the Church in
Need, said they are engaged in the same mission as other Catholic
humanitarian organizations.

“We are now in the phase of enabling the local Church to take care
of the population: for those fleeing, for elderly or poor people who
can’t leave, for orphans,” Ms. Lalonde said. “We will need to con-
tinue helping even after the war is over as the war will have conse-
quences for years to come.” §

Cardinal Czerny meets refugees
in Slovakia, Ukraine
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Continuing the mission entrusted to him by
Pope Francis, Cardinal Michael Czerny visited Slovakia and a Ukrain-
ian border town to convey the pope's closeness to victims of Russia's
war against Ukraine.

After meeting with refugees at the Hungarian-Ukrainian border in
early March, Cardinal Czerny visited the eastern Slovak city of Košice
March 16 and met with Eastern- and Latin-rite Catholic bishops be-
fore travelling to the border village of Vyšné Nemecké with Arch-
bishop Cyril Vasil of Košice, Vatican News reported.

The next day, the cardinal crossed
the border into Ukraine, visiting a
seminary in Uzhhorod, where stu-
dents from other seminaries in Kyiv,
Vinnytsia and Mukachevo, as well as
several missionary families from the
Neocatechumenal Way, were staying.

In a video posted March 17 on the
Twitter page of the Dicastery for In-
tegral Human Development, Cardinal
Czerny told the priests and seminar-
ians he was happy to visit and "bring
you greetings directly from the Holy
Father."

Pope Francis, he said, "wants you
to know that he is with you. He is

(continued on page 4)

Father Deacon Andrew
Bennett (Grandin Media

Cardinal Michael Czerny
(CNS photo/courtesy Lambert
Attila/Magyar Kurír)
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Salvation, liberation
— God’s message of care and compassion

I have seen the misery of my people....  I have heard their cry....  I
know their suffering,... and I have come down to deliver them....
(Exodus 3:7-8)

The Book of Exodus in the Old Testament relates the story of God
saving his people Israel from slavery in Egypt. It is a story of libera-
tion, of freedom. In the little piece of the Book of Exodus that we hear
today, we have the call of Moses, who would be God’s instrument in
liberating Israel from its slavery (Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15).

What we hear today is what we are all about as God’s People, as
Church. The message we hear in the Gospels and the Good News we
are called upon to share is what Jesus has handed on to us. It is the
message of God’s care and compassion for all humanity — a mes-
sage of liberation for all.  In the Gospel of this 3rd Sunday in Lent
(Luke 13:1-9) the figure of the gardener reveals this message of com-
passionate care for the weak and the vulnerable.

The work of the Christian is the work of liberation. We are about
freeing those in bondage of injustice and oppression. We are about
caring for the wounded and the suffering. We are about showing
compassion to the sick and the suffering. We are about lifting the
burdens of the poor and the powerless. We are to be a people of the
liberation — for all.

The Catholic Christian Church in Canada reaches out to touch our
world with the Good News of liberating love in many ways. One of
these touches is through the Catholic Organization for Development
and Peace and its international partner, Caritas. All over the globe the
resources of Development and Peace and Caritas are used to care for
those facing the burdens of poverty and injustice. In a few weeks, on
the 5th Sunday of Lent, as a Christian community, we will be called
upon to stand in solidarity with these most burdened peoples of our
world.

This Sunday we focus on God’s call to all of us. The words of The

Pastoral Constitution of the Church
in the Modern World, from Vatican II
speak to our hearts over the next few
Sundays of Lent:

We are at a moment in history when the development of economic
life could diminish social inequalities if that development were guided
and coordinated in a reasonable and human way. Yet all too often it
serves only to intensify the inequalities. In some places it even results
in a decline of the social status of the weak and in contempt for the
poor. While an enormous mass of people lack the absolute necessities
of life, some, even in less advanced countries, live with great wealth.
Luxury and misery rub shoulders.

Like Moses, we are called to bring the message of freedom, justice
and peace to all God’s people. Like Jesus, we are to follow the caring
gardener we hear of in Luke’s Gospel. He diligently tends the garden,
that it might be nurtured to bear much fruit. This is the message of
the care and compassion of God’s reign among us. It is a message
this Lent that sees us called to reach out to the people of Ukraine,
facing the hardships and burdens of war. May they be blessed with
peace.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
counting on you to bring Christ in these terrible conditions."

Meeting with volunteers in Slovakia, Cardinal Czerny said borders
should be "a place of encounter, not a place of division."

"I am so happy to see how everyone is working together to meet
the needs of the people who are fleeing for their lives and where they
can have their first security and their first rest and take the next steps,"
the Canadian cardinal said, according to a video broadcast by the Slovak
Catholic news channel Logos TV.

"It's a blessed place, and I pray for everyone who is working here
and bring warm greetings from Pope Francis," he said.

The cardinal greeted volunteers and heard the stories of refugees
from Kyiv, Kharkiv and Donetsk who fled the horrific attacks by
Russian forces.

Jesuit Father Petr Vacík, a Vatican News journalist accompanying
Cardinal Czerny, reported that "on the faces of people listening to
him, you can see traces of fear, horror of uncertainty, but also hope."

Archbishop Vasil told Vatican News that the cardinal's visit was "a
testimony to the generosity and solidarity of the Holy Father."

"All Ukrainians with whom the cardinal met — believers and non-
believers, Ukrainian-speaking and Russian-speaking — saw in his face
the proof that the civilized world, the Catholic Church and the people

Cardinal Czerny meets refugees in Slovakia, Ukraine
who received them were close to them," he said.

According to Vatican News, Archbishop Vasil said he and Cardinal
Czerny also visited a parish and a sports centre converted into a refu-
gee centre, where they spoke with refugees and volunteers.

The archbishop said the volunteers shared with the cardinal some
of their experiences and what they had heard from the refugees.

One volunteer said a refugee asked to call her husband, who was in
Ukraine serving in the military, to let him know she had arrived safely
only to have another soldier answer the phone and inform her that her
husband was killed in action, he said. §CARLETON

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM
337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5

Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430
Funeral Directors

Arthur Smith / Chris McQuade
www.carletonfuneralhome.ca

“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

When did we lose basic respect for
each other?

When did we lose it? When did we lose that deeply-engrained,
forever-sanctioned sense that however much we might disagree with
each other or even dislike each other, we still need to accord each
other basic courtesy, respect, and politeness?

We’ve lost that, at least for the most part. From the highest levels
of government to the crassest platforms on social media, we are
witnessing the death of respect, courtesy, and basic honesty.  No-
body, it seems, is accountable any more for even the most basic
manners or for honesty. Things we used to punish our kids for doing
(name-calling, ethnic slurs, taunting, lying, and blatant disrespect of
another) are now becoming acceptable in the mainstream. Even more
worrisome is the fact that we feel justified morally in doing it. To be
seen as courteous, respectful, and polite is no longer judged as a
virtue but as a weakness. Civility has died.

What’s behind this? How did we move from Emily Post to what
happens today on social media? Who gave us permission, societal
and sacred, to do this?

Blaise Pascal once famously wrote that “men never do evil so com-
pletely and cheerfully as when they do it from a religious conviction.”
Many people quoted that after the September terrorist attacks of 9/
11, as they recognized this in radical Islamism where mass murder
was justified and deemed as necessary in God’s name.

No doubt, it’s easier to see this in someone else because, as Jesus
says, it’s easier to see the speck in your brother’s eye than the beam
in your own. That same false belief that gave Islamic terrorists moral
permission to bracket all the rules of decency is taking root every-
where today. Why?  Religious passion for what one believes is right
and the belief that one may get ugly in the cause of truth is prevalent
everywhere today and is giving us moral permission to become disre-
spectful, dishonest, and discourteous in the name of truth, goodness,
and God. This justifies itself as being prophetic, as armoring us as
warriors for truth.

Nothing could be further from the truth. Hatred and disrespect are
always the antithesis of prophecy. A prophet, says Daniel Berrigan,
makes a vow of love, not of hatred. Like Jesus, a prophet weeps in
love over any “Jerusalem” which meets his or her prophecy with
hatred. A prophet never brackets the non-negotiable mandate always

to be respectful and honest, no matter the
cause. No cause, societal or sacred, grants
one an exemption from the rules of el-
ementary human courtesy.

Many people argue against this, pointing out that Jesus himself
could be very harsh with those who opposed him. Harsh he was.
Disrespectful and discourteous he was not. Moreover, underneath
his challenge to those who opposed him, there was always the em-
pathic yearning love of a parent for an alienated child, not the ugliness
you see today in our government circles, in social media, and in the
stare-you-down hatred we often see between various ideological fac-
tions today.

The truth can be harsh and confront us with a very strong chal-
lenge, but it can never be disrespectful. Disrespect is an infallible sign
that one is not right, that one does not have the moral high ground,
and that in this instance one is not speaking for God, truth, and good-
ness. To bracket the most elementary rules of love is to be a false
prophet, caught up in self-interest and self-serving truth.

It is not easy to keep one’s balance in a bitter time. The temptation
to slide down the ideological roof on one side or the other and please
“one’s base” seems humanly irresistible.  However, irrespective of
which side we slide down, right or left, there always comes with this
a prescribed rhetoric, a prescribed discourtesy, a prescribed disre-
spect, and not infrequently a prescribed dishonesty. Along with that
slide also comes the self-same righteousness of those who opposed
Jesus and believed that they were justified in being disrespectful and
doing violence in God’s name.

Bitter times, a milieu of hatred and lies, and finding ourselves on
opposing sides from each other, tempts us towards what comes natu-
rally: name-calling, disrespect, lack of graciousness, and dishonesty
whenever a truth or a lie serves us. Paradoxically, the challenge is in
the opposite direction. Given the breakdown in civility today, the call
from truth and from God is to be more careful, more scrupulous, and
more uncompromising than ever in the respect, courtesy, and gra-
ciousness we accord to others.

We hope to be spending eternity with each other, dining at a single
table. We do not prepare ourselves nor those we disagree with to take
a place at that table by facing off with each other with hatred, dishon-
esty, disrespect, and coercion, as if that table could be taken by power
and violence.

In the end, not everyone at that table will have liked each other this
side of eternity, but everyone will be most gracious, respectful, and
honest on the other side.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

March 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Joshua 5,9a, 10-12,
Having entered the promised land,

the people of God celebrated Passover.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 34.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R. 8a)
R. Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Second Reading:   2 Corinthians 5.17-21
Through Christ, God was reconciling us to himself.

Gospel: Luke 15.1-3, 11-32
This brother of yours was dead, and had come to life.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On March 15, 2022, the second evening of the
Lenten Revitalization Series at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Saint John, Father Peter Melanson, pastor of Paroisse Ste-
Anne-des-Pays-Bas and chaplain of St. Thomas University, both in
Fredericton, spoke to the faithful about Lectio Divina, an ancient form
of prayer in the Church.

For some, Fr. Melanson noted this “might conjure to mind a monk
in old robes, studying at home in his cell, or maybe something that
happens at a retreat house. It might make us think of a prayer that is,
maybe, beyond the reach of an ordinary person.” Fr. Melanson as-
sured all present that, “this is simply not true.”

“Lectio Divina takes many forms,” he said. “ It has long and rich
history in the Church, and is principally praying with Sacred Scrip-
ture.”

“The words Lectio Divina mean simply, divine reading,” Fr.
Melanson said. “Reading of what? Primarily Sacred Scripture”.

He shared that in order to better understand Lectio Divina, it is
useful to think of other ways of interacting with Sacred Scripture,
and how these other ways are different or distinct from Lectio Divina.

• Read as literature: “Reading the book of psalms for example, as
we would read a book of poetry, and appreciating the beauty of Sa-
cred Scripture,” Fr. Melanson said. “It is indeed beautiful, but this is
not Lectio Divina.”

• Study: “We may look at Sacred Scripture and say, ‘What does St.
Paul say about the Sacrament of Baptism?’ or ‘What does Our Lord
tell us about the Holy Spirit?’” he said. “Again, a very good, legitimate
way of interacting with Sacred Scripture. But it’s not Lectio Divina.”

• Prayer: “You can even pray with Sacred Scripture, but it doesn’t
enter into the depth of Lectio Divina,” he said. “If you serve as a
lector in a parish, for example, before you read on Sunday, you’re
going to review the texts and
you might pray with the scrip-
tures. But if we do this in a sim-
ple way, it doesn’t really get into
Lectio Divina.”

Lectio Divina is approaching
Sacred Scripture in prayer in
such a way that a person is
seeking to be transformed by
Sacred Scripture.

Why pray Lectio Divina?
“When we speak of Sacred

Scripture, we speak of it as rev-
elation,” Fr. Melanson said.
“What is it revealing? God. Or
more specifically, God is reveal-
ing himself to us in Sacred
Scripture. So, Sacred Scripture
becomes a means by which we
come closer to God, we can
approach God.”

Fr. Melanson noted that when
participating in Lectio Divina,
“we’re praying with the text in
such a way that we’re not just

Praying Lectio Divina: being changed by encountering God
recognizing the words that are there, and learning from them, we’re
not just recognizing what’s being said in the context of the passages
that are being read, but also how this is a word being spoken to me,
and how I am being called to be changed and transformed by Sacred
Scripture.”

Recalling that the scriptures are a way of approaching God, he
continued: “when we encounter God, we should be changed by that
encounter. It’s a real and legitimate encounter with God.”

“This means that the scriptures are not just a historical account of
what God said at one time, but rather what the Lord God, the Al-
mighty who is alive, is seeking to say to us today,” he said. “So, it
becomes rather evident why we should be incorporating this into our
lives — so that we can be changed and transformed, to have our very
hearts, and [our] souls shaped by the reading of Sacred Scripture.”

“It sounds like a rather lofty goal,” Fr. Melanson said. “How do we
actually go about that? [Praying Lectio Divina.] How do we approach
sacred texts in such a way that we’re seeking to be transformed by
it?”

• Pick a passage and read it: Length can vary, it may be long — a
whole story — or as short as a couple of verses, or maybe even just
a few words.

• Read slowly, carefully and deliberately, usually a number of times:
Really allow the words to stick in your mind and heart, asking “what
is being said here?”

• Contemplation: Think about what’s going on in the context of the
reading itself. What is the Lord saying? What is he trying to impart or
teach? How is one apt to receive the message or teaching? What is
the context of what is going on? Allow time to ruminate over the
words and what’s happening in the passage.

• Meditation: Shift from what those words are in the context of
Sacred Scripture, and into how are these words being spoken to me.

“When the Lord Jesus is speaking to his disciples, he’s speaking to
(continued on page 7)
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Diocese commemorates Solemnity of St. Joseph
and eight-year anniversary of Bishop Risebeck’s Episcopal Ordination
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Saturday, March 19, 2022, marked an impor-
tant day in the Diocese of Saint John. Joining with the Universal
Church, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the diocese celebrated
mass to honour the Solemnity of St. Joseph, spouse of Mary, at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. Father
Doug McNeill, rector of the Immaculate Conception Parish, and
episcopal vicar of Temporal Affairs for the diocese, was present
to concelebrate. It is also the day that Bishop Riesbeck was in-
stalled to the episcopacy [became a bishop] in 2014.

Wearing the same chasuble that he wore at his episcopal
ordination eight years ago in Notre Dame Cathedral Basilica in
Ottawa, Bishop Riesbeck welcomed everyone, saying “it’s a beau-
tiful day to be able to celebrate the Solemnity of St. Joseph, pa-
tron of Canada, the patron of the Universal Church.”

In his homily, Bishop Riesbeck reflected on what makes St.
Joseph, “the holiest human person, after Mary, and the most right-
eous and just man in Scripture.”

He said, “it’s [St. Joseph’s] complete trust, obedience and sur-
render to God, and his plan, that is most striking to me, as is
evident after the Annunciation…Joseph was not able to compre-
hend this great mystery until after his own annunciation.... being
a just man, and unwilling to expose Mary to shame and public
disgrace, [he] planned to dismiss or divorce her quietly. But just
as he was about to do this, the angel of the Lord intervened.”

Bishop Riesbeck said St. Joseph’s response was one of obedi-
ence, quoting Pope Francis’ letter Patris Corde on the Year of St.
Joseph [2021] in which he wrote, “Obedience made it possible
for him to surmount his difficulties and spare Mary. In every situ-
ation, Joseph declared his own ‘fiat’, like those of Mary at the
Annunciation and Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.”

Because of this obedience, Bishop Riesbeck said that Joseph is
“truly a model for all Christians.”

The bishop also noted that this year marks the centenary of the
birth of Monsignor Luigi Giussani, servant of God and late founder
of the ecclesial movement, Communion and Liberation.

“Msgr. Giussani had a deep devotion to St. Joseph and found in
him an example of total abandonment,” he said.

Bishop Riesbeck shared a quote of Msgr. Giussani, “ ‘depend-
ing on leads to an abandonment to’. [In other words] to abandon

oneself, to entrust oneself to him [God] on whom we depend.
‘Don’t be afraid’ — this is always the word of God to humanity…to
the Madonna, to St. Joseph…God knows how much we need this
reassurance.”

Concluding his homily Bishop Riesbeck said that “even though
St. Joseph is silent in the Gospels, since the Gospels have not
shared any of his words with us, a great devotion to St. Joseph
was established from the moment of his death to the present day.
God wanted to give his son to humanity, to save us, and he de-
sired that his Divine Son, who became man, would have a father
to take care of him and Mary. In the same way that Joseph was
the protector of Jesus and Mary, he remains protector of the
Church. He loves us with the tender love of a father. In loving St.
Joseph, we will never go wrong.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued from page 6)
us, because we are his disciples in the modern day,” Fr. Melanson
said. “How is this called to transform me in my own life circum-
stances? How is this something that the Lord is bringing to me,
that I’m being called into a more ardent and zealous disciple by
these words? Sit, mediate and consider how the Lord is calling
you, how he’s beckoning to your heart and soul through the words
of Sacred Scripture.”

• Oration: Turn back towards God in prayer, speaking back.
Give thanks, speak to the Lord, repeat what he has shown through
this reading of Sacred Scripture. Respond back to God. Listen,
meditate, and speak back, praying for the grace to accomplish
whatever he is asking of you.

Lectio Divina, “allows us to engage every part of ourselves,
including our emotions,” Fr. Melanson said. “Very simply, you too
can pick up the Sacred Scriptures and read them in such a way
that you are going to be transformed by them. God has chosen to
reveal himself to us through these sacred texts. If we approach
them in prayer, with meditation, contemplation, opening of our
hearts and our souls, they will indeed transform our hearts and
souls as they have faithful disciples all throughout the history of
the Church. I encourage you, especially during the season of Holy
Lent, to actively engage in this time of prayer, to learn to approach
Sacred Scripture as God revealing himself to us, and to seek to be
transformed into those ardent, missionary disciples that we know
we are, indeed, called to be.”

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place immediately fol-
lowing the 12:10 pm mass and the 5:30 pm mass at the Cathedral
in Saint John on Tuesdays during Lent. The Lenten Revitalization
Series, which includes the Sacrament of Reconciliation, short
teachings on prayer, the Diocesan rosary and quiet prayer with
intermittent worship, takes place on Tuesday evenings between 6
and 9 pm through Lent to April 5.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Being changed by encountering God
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Papal consecration of Russia, Ukraine has history of controversy behind it
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While bishops in Ukraine and Russia are
grateful Pope Francis will consecrate their nations to Mary, other
Catholics are eagerly awaiting the text of the pope's prayer to see
if he does it "correctly."

At issue is whether he explicitly consecrates Russia — named
out loud — to the Immaculate Heart of Mary when he does the
consecration March 25 and whether all the bishops of the world
do so at the same time.

Until the beginning of World War II, the message Our Lady of
Fatima gave to three shepherd children in Portugal in 1917 was
simply one of prayer and repentance.

But in 1941, long after the deaths of Sts. Francisco and Jacinto
Marto, the last of the visionaries, Sister Lucia dos Santos, gave a
full account of the apparition's "secret."

Mary, she said, first showed them a vision of hell. Then Mary
urged prayers for Russia's conversion, made the request for its
"consecration" in the name of her Immaculate Heart and promised
her eventual triumph. The third part of the secret, the subject of
much speculation, was not revealed until St. John Paul II ordered
its publication in June 2000.

The devotion of St. John Paul to Mary and, especially to Our
Lady of Fatima, is clear. After he was shot by a would-be assassin
on the feast of Our Lady of Fatima in 1981, he credited her with
guiding the bullet so that it would wound and not kill him. He had
the bullet placed in the crown of the statue of Mary at the Fatima
shrine.

Recovering from the shooting, Pope John Paul had Sister Lucia's
text of the "third secret" brought to him in the hospital.

He recorded an Act of Entrustment of the world to Mary in June
1981.

Three years later, on March 25, 1984, in St. Peter's Square, he
did so in person. The Vatican's description of the event says, "The
Holy Father, in spiritual union with the bishops of the world, who
had been 'convoked' beforehand, entrusted all men and women
and all peoples to the Immaculate Heart of Mary."

But some devotees of Our Lady of Fatima argued that the "con-
secration of Russia'' requested by Mary in 1917 was never per-
formed properly.

Before her death, Sr. Lucia insisted — in letters published in the
Italian Catholic magazine 30 Giorni and in person to Cardinal
Tarcisio Bertone — that the consecration had been performed

correctly in 1984 by St. John Paul.
At the ceremony, the pope entrusted the whole world to Mary

and invoked her aid in deliverance from evil, famine, war, hatred
and injustice. He asked the world's bishops to join him — an im-
portant detail to the millions of Fatima followers, who say Mary
wanted the consecration to be carried out with the world's epis-
copate.

But his prayer to Mary did not mention Russia by name, and
that made some people think it had not been done correctly.

Then there is the question of the "conversion" of Russia, some-
thing that was easy to assume referred to communist rulers or a
communist system of government ruling the Soviet Union, op-
pressing the country's traditionally Orthodox communities and
harshly persecuting Catholics and others.

In 2017, the 100th anniversary of the Fatima apparitions, Catholic
Archbishop Paolo Pezzi of Moscow told Catholic News Service
he had seen the conversion of Russia to Christ in his lifetime.

"We should not interpret Our Lady of Fatima as foretelling Rus-
sia's conversion to Catholicism," he said, but to Christ.

Though Russia has no official state religion, the majority of Rus-
sians identify with the Orthodox Church.

St. John XXIII read the secret. He wrote in his diary, "17 Au-
gust 1959: 'Audiences: Father Philippe, Commissary of the Holy
Office, who brought me the letter containing the third part of the
secrets of Fatima. I intend to read it with my confessor."

The late Cardinal Loris Capovilla, who was Pope John's secre-
tary at the time, told Catholic New Service in 2012 that he was
present when the text was brought to the pope, and he saw it.

"I must say, sometimes there has been exploitation of the cult of
Mary for political ends," he said.

Agreeing with what Archbishop Pezzi had said, Cardinal Capovilla
said, "When the message of Fatima says, 'In the end, Russia will
convert and my heart will triumph,' I have always interpreted it in
this way: What will it convert to? Christianity."

But a Marian apparition was needed for that, he said.
"All of Christianity — all — for me, for the Protestants, for the

Orthodox, is summed up in these words: Convert, recognize your
condition as little creatures and believe in the Gospel, put it into
practice, live it," he said. "It seems to me that is everything." §

By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY - Pope Francis has asked bishops around the world to
join him, today, March 25 in consecrating Ukraine and Russia to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, something bishops in every part of the globe had
started announcing the minute they heard what the pope had planned.

"Pope Francis has invited the bishops of the whole world, along
with their priests, to join him in the prayer for peace and in the conse-
cration and entrustment of Russia and of Ukraine to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary," Matteo Bruni, director of the Vatican press office,
said March 18.

Three days earlier, the Vatican had announced the pope would lead

Pope asks bishops worldwide to join consecration of Ukraine, Russia
the prayer in St. Peter's Basilica during a Lenten penance service and
that, on the same day, the feast of the Annunciation, Cardinal Konrad
Krajewski, the papal almoner, would lead a similar act of consecra-
tion at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal.

When Mary appeared to three shepherd children at Fatima in 1917
with a message encouraging prayer and repentance, she also asked
for the consecration of Russia.

Even before the announcement from the Vatican, bishops from
around the world had announced special services at which they would
join Pope Francis. Bishops in cities across North America joined bish-
ops from New Zealand, Philippines, Russia, Ukraine and other coun-
tries planning special services. §
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April Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
Tuesday: 12:30-3 pm, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John 
Tuesday: 9:30-10:30 am with mass at 9 am, St. George, St. George 
Wednesday: 8-9 am, St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln 
Wednesday: 10-9 am with mass at 10am, St. John the Baptist, Woodstock 

Thursday, 7-  
Friday, 8-9 am (except first Fridays), St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto 
Friday: 6:30-7:30 pm, St. François-de-Sales, Saint John 

 
Saturday: 9 am with mass at 10am, Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour 
Saturday: 1-2 pm, Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton 

 

*Names with a 
star are to 
identify those 
who are retired. 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
Pope Francis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 
 

(Saint John) 
1:45-2:45 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

Mass at 1 pm 

3 
St. Rose of Lima 
1-2 pm 

4 
Benedict XVI 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

5 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 

6 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
Robert Harris*  

 
(Rosary for  Priests) 

7 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
J. Edward 
Troy* 
 (Rosary for  Seminarians) 

8 
Rev. Msgr. 
Brian 
Henneberry, 
Vicar General  

 

9 
 

(Saint John) 
1:45-2:45 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

10 
St. Rose of Lima 
1-2 pm 
 

11 
For all priests 
who have 
served our 
diocese 

12 
Rev. Dr. 
Brian Hansen* 

13 
Rev.  
Richard 
Harris 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

14 
Rev.  
Dennis Hayes, 
CC 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

15 
Good Friday 

 
 
 
 

 

16 
Rev. 
John 
Jennings* 

17 
St. Rose of Lima 
1-2 pm 

18 
Rev. 
Godwin 
Kalu, SMMM 

19 
Rev.  
Brian 
Keating, CSC* 
 

20 
Rev.  
John 
Keoughan* 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

21 
Rev.  
Aaron 
Knox 

 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

22 
Rev. 
Michael 
LeBlanc* 

 

23 
Stella Maris 
(Saint John) 
1:45-2:45 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions  

24 
Divine Mercy 
Holy Hour 
3 pm  
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 

25 
Rev.  
David 
Martin 

26 
Rev. Dr. 
Michael 
McGowan 
 

27 
Rev. 
Douglas R. 
McNeill, E.V. 
 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

28 
Rev.  
Jim 
McQuade 
 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

29 
Rev. 
Ralph 
McRae 

 

 

30 
Stella Maris 
(Saint John) 
2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

During his homily on March 20, 2022, the Third Sunday of Lent, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John, encouraged the
faithful to rediscover the beauty of the Sacrament of Reconciliation this
Lent.

“No matter how unpopular it is to talk about sin in today’s world, our
selfishness, our freely choosing sin is, nevertheless, our biggest problem,
both as a human society and as individuals. Imagine if we could take away
all sin and selfishness — we would have heaven on earth,” Bishop Riesbeck
said.

Noting that God’s answer to the problem of sin is Jesus Christ, Bishop
Riesbeck said that “God sent his Son to die for us, to defeat the power of
evil in human nature — that’s the heart of the Christian story. That’s the
kind of God we have.”

Recalling that Jesus’ first words at the beginning of his public ministry
were, “repent and believe the good news”, the bishop continued by say-
ing, “Christ, crucified on the cross, was God’s part of the solution. Our
part is to repent, to believe, and to cooperate with God’s grace in fighting
evil by the power of love and mercy.”

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged people not to be discouraged by Jesus’
words in the Gospel, ‘ “unless you repent, you will all perish as they did,”
’ but to “consider these words in light of the fact that Jesus knows how
sin destroys our ability to experience the life of God…our sins, especially
serious sins (mortal sins) can destroy the life of grace in us. When we
commit serious sin, and the life of grace is destroyed in our soul, the only
way to have that grace restored is to go to Confession.”

Calling the Sacrament of Reconciliation “important and precious”, Bishop
Riesbeck said, “when we celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation we
experience peace, consolation, and a restoration of, and an increase in the

Take advantage of the powerful Sacrament of Reconciliation, bishop says
life of, grace in us, and the power to overcome sin and any temptation to
sin in the future.”

While it may be intimidating for some people to approach the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, especially for those who have been away from the
Sacrament for some time, the bishop insists that it is a sacrament of grace
and not condemnation.

“We sometimes forget that we have a compassionate and merciful God
who never gives up on us, and never tires of welcoming us back to him,”
he said. “There is no sin too great that God can’t forgive.”

Noting that a person cannot bear fruit apart from God, Bishop Riesbeck
said, “The first step in bearing fruit is acknowledging our need for God,
and turning to him in faith and repentance, confident in his mercy. Once
we are honest with God, and ourselves, and admit our sins, we are free to
receive God’s forgiveness and an increase of his life of grace in us.”

This is why Bishop Riesbeck said, “the call to repentance is an urgent
one.”

He also cautioned against using God’s mercy as an excuse to delay our
reconciliation. “God’s patience should not lead us to delay our response to
him, or cause us to be come lazy and comfortable, living sterile and un-
fruitful lives, but should, rather move us to cooperate with God right
now.”

Calling Lent, “a grace-filled time during which we are encouraged to
turn to the Lord in faith and repentance, and really make him the centre of
our lives,” the bishop encouraged people to focus on one area of their lives
that needs changing and asking God to transform them.

“When we go to confession, we are acknowledging first that we are
broken and wounded individuals in need of healing and reconciliation. We
come before the Lord with contrite hearts confessing all our sins…and
we can give it all over to the Lord. And the Lord who is rich in mercy,
delights in showering us with his mercy and grace so that once reconciled
to him and the Church, and after receiving the words of absolution, we

can confidently go forth to make satisfaction,
through some form of penance, and then walk
in the ways of the Lord — a pathway that
leads to lasting happiness and fulfillment.”
  The bishop concluded by saying that, “when
we experience the Father’s mercy, our lives
are transformed to the point where we yearn
to be apostles of mercy, and do our part to
change the world around us for the better. May
we experience in the Eucharist the grace to be
holy and do what God asks of us always.”
  To find out when a parish is offering the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, visit the “Parishes”
section of the diocesan website,  https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/parishfinder. If you are
not able to attend during a regularly scheduled
time, please speak to your pastor about mak-
ing an appointment. The Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation is also offered on Tuesday evenings
between 6 and 9 pm as part of the Lenten
Revitalization Series at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John.

  Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The
New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Pax Christi sees more expenditures counter-productive to peace
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The world doesn’t just feel like a more dangerous place since
Russian troops entered Ukraine, it is a reality.

Russia’s nuclear forces have been on high alert and the U.S.
military is watching Russia’s nukes closely. Refugees are at 2.5
million refugees and counting. Bombs and shells have landed within
50 kms of Poland — a NATO ally.

“It’s terrifying,” Pax Christi Toronto member Greg Gillis told
The Catholic Register. “I’m terrified for my students, for the chil-
dren I’m teaching, for my children.”

But Mr. Gillis’ fears aren’t just about what Russia might do. He
also worries about what Canada and the West are doing in re-
sponse. He fears more defence spending, more weapons and a
cycle of escalating defence budgets that will trap Canada in a new
Cold War for at least a generation.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau hasn’t committed to increasing
Canada’s defence budget above already planned levels, but since
the Ukraine-Russia war began he has acknowledged the “context
is changing rapidly around the world.” Gillis believes Canada’s
military spending was already headed in the wrong direction. In
January he launched a petition calling on Canada to reject plans to
purchase new fighter jets.

The petition has 332 signatures, but only one or two since the
bombs started falling in Ukraine.

Defence spending in Canada isn’t going to end the war in Ukraine
and it isn’t going to make Canadians any safer, Mr. Gillis said.

“We need to be honest here and call it war spending, not de-
fence spending,” he said.

Canada’s defence budget is on a sharp upward trajectory. Since
a 2017 Department of Defence white paper — Strong, Secure,
Engaged — defining Canada’s spending priorities, this country
has committed to increasing military spending by 70 per cent over
10 years. Most of that money is going into bolstering air and naval
capabilities. That means some sort of fighter jet, most likely the
F-35, and a new fleet of 15 warships that could cost up to $219
billion over the expected lifetime of the big boats.

Though the initial purchase price for the F-35 is pegged at $19
billion, maintaining those jets over 20 years brings the price tag up
to about $100 billion.

That kind of money isn’t just money. It represents lost opportu-
nities to make sure all Canadians are properly housed, to tackle
climate change, to invest in the next generation, said Mr. Gillis.

Pax Christi International has called out Russian aggression that
has “flagrantly violated Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sover-
eignty in open contradiction of the treaties it has itself signed and
the Charter of the United Nations.” But Pax Christi is equally em-
phatic that more weapons won’t solve the problem.

“Diplomacy is the only way out if we want to preserve peace,”
said a statement from Pax Christi’s headquarters in Brussels, Bel-
gium.

There are certainly Catholic voices who would question Mr.
Gillis’ opposition to fighter jets.

“It is naive to ask for not building or buying jets when another
potential enemy has them in large amount,” said Jesuit Father
Eduardo Soto Para in an email. “When countries are led by violent

and authoritarian people, asking for not having jets could harm the
right of self defence of peaceful countries.”

Fr. Soto Para has a PhD in peace studies from the Mauro Centre
for Peace and Justice at St. Paul’s College, the University of Mani-
toba.

While University of Manitoba defence expert James Fergusson
disagrees with Mr. Gillis on defence spending, his own view lines
up pretty well with Pax Christi’s on how to end the war in Ukraine.
Mr. Fergusson values voices like Mr. Gillis’s.

“You know where I stand on all these things. I’m a defence
guy. I’m a military guy,” said Mr. Fergusson. “But these people
are important voices and checks on governments to ensure that
they don’t get entirely captured by the armed forces, by the mili-
tary. Because they can be.”

While Mr. Fergusson wants new jets, new warships and even
spending on early warning systems in Canada’s Arctic, he doesn’t
think that’s how the war in Ukraine gets resolved. Mr. Fergusson
views Russia’s adventure in Ukraine as “a limited war for limited
objectives.”

“What the Russians have said is that all we want from Ukraine,
basically, is two things. One, declare yourself neutral — that you
will never join NATO. And two, demilitarize. What they mean by
demilitarize is stop acquiring Western military equipment, stop
getting military advisors and trainers.”

Whether or not those demands are reasonable, they can be the
basis for diplomatic negotiations. But Mr. Fergusson is certain
that the one thing Putin’s war should not do is drive irrational,
hysterical spending decisions on defence.

“If you have a narrative that we have now dominating about
Putin and Russian objectives, it creates this hysteria and panic
that we’ve got to invest more money, we’ve got to do something
now, now, now! Which we can’t do, because even if they gave us
all the money in the world, nothing is going to happen for another
10 years.”

What’s the right amount to spend on defence? There’s no easy
answer, according to Mr. Fergusson.

“There are people who say we’re spending too much. There are
people who point out in Canada we’re not spending enough. At
the end of the day, what the government decides is what we spend.
It’s as simple as that,” he said.

In 2006 Canada and all the other NATO countries pegged their
spending aspirations at an annual two per cent of gross domestic
product. By 2024-2025 the Department of National Defence ex-
pects to hit 1.48 per cent, up from 1.31 per cent in 2018-2019.

“Canada hasn’t spent two per cent of GDP on defence for prob-
ably four or five decades,” said Mr. Fergusson.

The increases in Canada’s defence budget right now are being
driven by the obsolescence of Canada’s 40-year-old jets and even
older warships. There have to be objective measures setting a
defence budget, Mr. Fergusson said.

Rather than percentages of GDP picked out of the air, or panic
buying in response to scary headlines, Mr. Fergusson believes
defence spending should be driven by facts. The government should
understand the level of threat Western democracies face, the tech-
nological demands of an effective defence and what’s necessary
to mount a common defence with our allies.§
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Obituaries

ROBICHAUD, DENISE CHRISTINE — It is with great sadness
that we announce the death of Denise Christine Robichaud on March
6th, 2022.  (Born June 19, 1963)

The Chance Harbour “lawyer-attorney” was predeceased by her
parents Jules and Ella (Burbridge); sister Patricia and brothers Doug-
las and Peter.

Denise is survived by her sisters Doris (Donald) Dickson, Jacqueline
(Kenneth) Chorley, Jeannette (James) Shannon and Donna (Chris)
Hodd; brothers Alphonse (Tania), James (Deborah), Paul (Donna)
and Kevin (Carey); sister-in-law Wendy, 22 nieces and nephews (all
of whom were her favourite), great-nieces and nephews, aunts, un-
cles and many cousins.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.  A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated from Holy Spirit Parish (St. Rose Worship Site),
Saint John. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery.

ROBINSON, MARY BERNADINE ‘Bernie’ — It is with great sad-
ness that the family of Mary Bernadine (Berne) Robinson announce
her passing, in her 96th year, which occurred on  Tuesday, March 8,
2022, at Kings Way Care Center, in Quispamsis, following a brief
illness.

Berne was born on 13 July 1926, in Milford, New Brunswick, now
part of the City of Saint John NB. Berne was the daughter of the late
George Albert Burns and Seraphine Marie Leger and the beloved wife
(45 years years) of the late Charles Elmer Robinson. Berne is sur-
vived by her son Shane Robinson (Kathy) of Rothesay and many
nieces and nephews.

Berne was pre-deceased by three sisters: Catherine Crilley (John),
Alice Patterson (Pat), Mary Margaret Gilliland (Leonard) and one
brother, George Henry Burns.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place at St. Rose of Lima Wor-
ship Site (Holy Spirit Parish), Saint John. A private family interment
will be held in Spring 2022.

McCARTHY, BRIAN FRANCIS — It is with sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of Brian F. McCarthy, of Saint John, who passed
away peacefully on the morning of March 11, 2022, at Shannex.  He
is survived by his wife Barbara (nee Wood); his four sons Brian (Karen
Cunningham), Colin (Kathleen Steeves), Joel (Carole Bruce) and Darren
(Jeanette Godreau) and his grandchildren Sean, Devon, Amanda,
Marlee, Jake, Dominick, Kyra and Carter.

Cremation has taken place. A private Mass of Christian Burial was
held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John. In-
terment followed in St. Joseph's Cemetery, Saint John. Arrangements
were entrusted to Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John

McLAUGHLIN, ANNE LOUISE ‘Nancy’  — With great sadness
we announce the passing of our Mom, Anne Louise “Nancy” (Gal-
lant) McLaughlin, on March 14, 2022, at Embassy Hall, Shannex.
Born on May 22, 1933, to Howard and Alice (Byron) Gallant, a much-
loved Mom, grandmother, great-grandmother, sister, and friend.

Survived by her children: Cathy Howlett (Warren), Tara Worden,
Chris McLaughlin (Wendy), Tricia McLaughlin, and Peter McLaughlin;
grandchildren: Kendra (Joe), Lauren (Alex), Nathan, Aaron (Julie),
Codi (Matt), Jenna (Tyler), Brianne (Chapin), Jaclyn, Natalie (Jeremy),
and Keith; 15 great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Jean Gallant; many
nieces, nephews, and friends.

Predeceased by her loving husband, Bill; her sisters and brothers-
in-law: Connie Dryden (Jack), Claire Collins (Frank), Ruth Gallagher
(Jack); brother, Byron; sister-in-law, Carol Anne Foley (late Frank);
and son-in-law, Chris Howlett.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial took place at St. Bridget’s Church, Chapel Grove (Blessed
Trinity Parish, Saint John). Interment will take place at a later date.§

Executive
Director

 Villa Madonna Retreat House is seeking a dynamic and
innovative leader to manage the operations of the Villa
Madonna Retreat House in Rothesay, NB.
 Villa Madonna Retreat House is nestled in 102 acres of
rustic woodland on the shores of the beautiful Kennebecasis
River just 10 minutes east of Saint John. The facility is open
year-round with overnight accommodations, full-service
dining, and well equipped meeting spaces. http://
villamadonna.ca

The ideal candidate would possess:
• Commitment to our Mission:  A mature Catholic faith
and spirituality with an awareness and understanding of other
Christian ecclesial communities and inter-faith groups.
• Interpersonal Skills: Excellent supervisory and
communication skills including a demonstrated ability and
commitment to work in a strong team environment.
• Financial Acumen:  Financial management skills and
experience with knowledge of funding opportunities through
grants from government and private programs.
• Management Skills: Experience in a retreat/conference
centre management and outreach ministry or an equivalent
combination of education and experience will be considered.
• Technology Skills:  Working knowledge of Microsoft
Office and QuickBooks and willingness to learn additional
software programs appropriate to the role

Compensation Package
 • Salary will be based on qualifications and relevant
experience.
 • Option to live on-site (for a single individual) that would
include room and board.
 • Pension plan and health/dental coverage.

Applications including a cover letter and resume
contained in one document can be submitted to

villamadonna2022 @gmail.com
on or before 4:00 pm, April 12, 2022.

Applications received after this date will not be considered.
The Villa Madonna thanks all applicants for their interest, however,

only those selected for an interview will be contacted.
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — St. Patrick’s Church in Nelson-Miramichi, part of
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, celebrated the feast of their patron saint
on Thursday March 17th, with a special mass, and a ham and scallop
supper.

Fathers Leon Creamer and John Keoughan joined the pastor, Father
Anthony Dass Papu H.G.N. in the celebration.

The music ministry of Dennis Hache contributed greatly, especially
his rendition of Lady of Knock, during communion. The song deals
with the Roman Catholic pilgrimage site in the village of Knock, County
Mayo, Ireland, where an apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St.
Joseph, St. John the Evangelist, and Jesus appeared in 1879.

Before his reflection, Fr. Papu offered a brief history on St. Patrick,
the apostle of Ireland.

A citizen of Roman Britain, in his sixteenth year, Patrick was carried
off into captivity and was sold as a slave in Ireland. For six years he
tended his master’s flocks, and prayed many times. Admonished by
an angel, he fled from his master and found a ship ready to set sail. In
a few days, he was safe once more, but now his heart was set on
devoting himself to the service of God. Patrick’s thoughts turned
towards Ireland, and from time to time he experienced visions of the
Irish children, who cried out to him for his return. In the summer of
the 433 AD, Patrick and his companions landed in Ireland, to begin his
famous ministry.

Fr. Anthony continued by comparing Patrick to St. Paul, in that
both of their respective missions were an extension of that given by
Christ to the apostles

 He also noted the zeal for evangelization that came from Ireland,
and its many missionaries. These, of course, included men like Father
Charles French of Galway, as well as Fathers William Dollard, Michael
Egan, and Nicholas Power of Kilkenny, all of whom ministered to the
communities that compose the parish, in the nineteenth century.

Fr. Anthony also noted that the same challenge, “to be active fol-
lowers and share the faith we have received, is laid before all of us.

We are called to a religion of commitment, in hopes that the Church
can have more missionary disciples to carry the Good News, as St.
Patrick did.”

The congregation, as well as many visitors and guests, moved to
the church basement for a ham and scallop supper. About ninety
plates were served, in what was said to have a very successful parish
and tasty fund-raiser. Live entertainment was provided by Jimmy
Lawlor, accompanied by Bob Watling and his son, Robert.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Psalms of a Lent Journey
Heard in a Home, or on
the Phone

Psalm 23
One voice: God is my shepherd
French: Dieu est mon berger,
All: I need nothing more

God is my shepherd,
I need nothing more.
You give me rest in green meadows,
setting me near calm waters,
where you revive my spirit
French: ravive mon esprit,
One voice: God is my shepherd.
All: I need nothing more

You guide me along sure paths,
you are true to your name.
Though I should walk in death’s dark valley,
I fear no evil with you by my side
French: avec toi à côtés de moi,
your shepherd’s staff to comfort me.
One voice: God is my shepherd.
All: I need nothing more

You spread a table before me
as my foes look on.
You soothe my head with oil  /
Spanish: con accites tú perfumas mi cabeza
my cup is more than full.
One voice: God is my shepherd.
All: I need nothing more

Goodness and love will tend me
every day of my life.
I will dwell in the house of God.
Spanish: mi mansión será la casa del Señor
As long as I live.
One voice: God is my shepherd.
All: I need nothing more

c. Psalter: ICEL1994 audite119@bellaliant.net

Miramichi church celebrates patron saint

MIRAMICHI — On March 17, St. Patrick’s Church (Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish) in Miramichi celebrtated its patron saint, St.
Patrick. (L to r) Father Leon Creamer, Father John Keoughan
and Father Anthony Dass Papu, HGN, pastor. (Bradley Lynch, photo)


